SERMON 


Preach'd before the 


K I N G 


Feb. 24. 167% 


— —— 


T | BY 
ED. STILLINGFLEET D.D. 
Chaplain in Ordinary to His MajesTy. 


—_— 


Pzintedbylþis Dajeſties ſpecial Command, 


—_ 


LONDON, 


Printed by Rob. White, for Elem Mortlock at the 
Phenix in S* Paul's Church-yard, and at |' 
the White Hart in Weſtminſter Hall. | 


167 5. 


. yu on _ bt _ es OE OT CO IE 


k 
\ 
o . 
;p . 
+. 
\ . 
. 
Pad , 
/ . 
- 
y [1 
% a 
' F S 
i \ 
wy y : 
; — 
. 
i 
F 
' F ®. 
= a, * 4 
z - 
2 Ws 4 ' 
{1 a F 
% 4 / 
4 wo ' 
; ( , ; 

. J- # * %. 


Has. 215. ul CNET 7 (9 D005 
i ary of you be hardned ny 7 ; deci 
| fanfiof fr moon bu 
vm Al bet * Do IC! 


S322 Hen " Tiſh Chriſtians had Forks: 


: Church,-artd| were:!bergine'rohfi 
\derable foyqhedrinurtber azwptdl 
WY - > 4s for'i{ceir: 'teab: areÞ! yes 
11/5 4  \theirobſtiante Brechteh vhs 
ir high xime ſve -their: owhuftemdiog de ted * 
walenund divide rem \fF che.” dbuldi ee 
— ppre(s *anÞueldioyi when. 2Fbe this 
Sakicydntade uſe of *difffref ihſtegmnents. and 
cedar acoording co ohs' thiifergno feldand; bid 
a rrgertoer Hef! Someriches2v hen (hey 


any &n1coltirageriecty or ednhivente from the 


ok Power 4/50 "I{86:j enbthene with- tage 


lives Ak this 


: edthemſetvesinro aw/eſtabliſhed 


goth 32, 34s 


a fury; \f Longs Siege a ante Heb. 10. 


digahda 


A2 Courage, 


FI 
C2) 
courage, and unite the affections of the = 


zcalous Chriſtians: \Somerrtves,” * Thiel ei 
ne 


to them the mig ty. 2YCHeraiin hei 
whole Nation.” AWAY: "@AIAQ; 7 "OF FIq 


nour it would I betd thera alt! to have. 
which was delivered” by* ; Anpels,. confirmed 
by Miracles,eſtabliſhed bt y Prophets,admired by 
the G entiles, and had pers fukay bmong them for 
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tion in the World. And ſo great was the love 
which the Jew# had toucheir'own Colrey ahd 
Religion, {ugh ac iopjtion was, generally” r rocel- 
ved-amengihery-afclie:peauliad fa 2 bf. 
towards ;thkm;ahas they: Eolth>aobld vp Tis dig 
ed by, perſecurigny were in-danger ofbie OVEr: 
come by flartpry-! zÞroms -hense rhe mma of this 
Epiſtle 3pake ic: his hufneſs ro hem ther 146. ws 
0 4 abaye My/es,aed-0b bisi/tuntionabove 
ef ;the Law; 1 welzic &-of the- Prieſthood, ae 
Sacrifies, andthe _ mefits] which. come: by. — 
and that alcbowgh this ak 101g :104% WF2e 
lacely difeovers;j1FBok was that whithowab 
alwayes deſpgned by God, foreſren. by the Par 
triarchs, foxerold: by the Prophets, and longed 
for. by good-mentas. ths. Confalution..of 1/rod5\ and 
K couldþe nomortdſparagemen. ;tQ Moſes _ 


Tabs < k& 


Su ir hen her ring Aro Dart Sree 
p— em mrrermer—_— 


es _ * VOIR EN AAOIE FEA TIF EA IAIN bes nog 


(3) 
the Prophets to yield to the Glories of the Kingdom 
of the Meſſtas, than it is tothe Stars not to be ſeen 
when the light of the Sun appears. But beſides 
theſe, there were ſome among them capable of 
being wrought upon by other kind 'of argu- 
ments, {ach I mean, who out of a fudden ttanſ- 
Port of zeal, and being-convinced by the mira- 
culous operations of. the Holy Ghoſt, had declared 
themſelves Chriſtiqas, but yer'rertained afecrer love 
to' their fins, /and- the pleatures of this World : 
theſe were the Perſons whom the Apoſtle, not 
without realon;' expreſſes the greateſt jealouſic 
iof, as.in danger:of 'Apoſtaſie :: and therefore in 
-many places' of this Epiſtle, he repreſents ro 
them the dreadful: conlequences of ſuch an 
'Apoftalie, -for-it wasmo leis ;than crucifying the Heb. 6. 6s | 
$01 of-God afreſh and ipatting bim to an. open ſhame”; 
'3t 1044 counting the blood of the Covenant wherewith they 
were fanttified an. unholy thing, and doing deſpight un- 
tothe ſpirit of iGracez, inay iv 'was.noet'only grucify: 10.294 
3nis\; but treading': under! foot the - Son! oþ God; and 
therefore he ' bids them conſider, what puniſh- 
'"ment: fuch: perſons «would . deſerve at. the hands 
ioff / Godii! into *ubbich.\ they.” muſt \ fall, and what 
Hopes there -could:be of pardons for thoſe 'who 
{d openly rejedtedrhe only means of obtaining 
tk; Forif they did herein fin wilfully after they. had 26-27- 
receivedothe. knowledye of 'the truth, there: remaineth* 10 
more facrifice for. ſin, but ia.certaiis fearful, looking mn 


Heb. 3.11. 


(4) 

of judgement, and fiery indignation which (hall. devoar 
the 4dverſaries. But he not only ſets before them 
the ſad effects of Apoſtaſie, bur as one that loved 
their ſouls, and deſigned to prevent their ruine, 
he gives them the beſt advice andcounſel againſt 
it : He knew wellenough, it wasnot the ditlaciſ- 
faction of mens reaſon, which was the ground 
of their infidelity : bur, as mens more open de- 
ſigns are governed by. ſuch ſprings which are 
leaſt diſcovered; ſo, whatever theſe warping 
Chriſtians might pretend, as to zeal for the Law, 
and their ancient Religion, the bottom of all 
was 2 principle of infidelity, not ariſing from 
want of ſufficient reaſon to convince them, bur 
from aclole and ſecret love of fin which made 
them willing to quarrel with what (eyer -was fo 
repugnant to.it, as the doftine of. Chriſt. - /T'b 
this end, he puts them in mind of the caſe of 
their Fore-f..thers in the Wilderneſs, who wanted 
no argumentsto convince them.of Gods\Good- 
neſs and Providence; yet nothing would::{atjsfic 
them, bur they were ftill murmuring and com- 
plaining, till at laſt God ſware in bis wrath that 
they ſhould nat enter into hig reſt. ** And..fikce) yqu 
* all acknowledge, they chad 'reaſon ehoughord 
* be ſatisfied, but out of an obſtinate ahd- ftub- 
«born humour hardned their. bearts. in the day. of 
"© temptation i the Wilderneſs c;* take: -beed.. (Brethrev, 
* {aich the Apoſtle, teſt.there be\ im ang vf.:x0py/6ch 

"an 
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* an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living 
© God , and donot look upon this advice as vain 
© and needleſsto you that are called the believing 
«© Jews, but you have cauſe to be very watchful 
over one another, eſpecially in this Tempr- 
«ing Age, exhortmg one another daily while it is 
"called to day, leſt any of you be hardned through the 
© deceitfulneſs of fin. As though he had ſaid to 
_ them, © You whonow glory in the name of Be- 
© lievers, and are hitherto as forward as any in 
* the profeſſion of Chriſtianity, do. not think 
*your ſelves to! be above the need of any: helps 
ro confitm. your faith, and to-arm you again{k 
£ afſaulrs of temprarions, for your very le- 
©*Euriry may berray you ; but confider the fin 
* that” doth ſo eafily beſet. you on every ſide, the 
* yarious artifices it makes uſe of to:deceive men.,. 
and whenit hathonce gotten. admiſſion, how 
© ſtrangely it bewitches. and: infatuates the 
* minds: of men, how unwilling they are to: 
& be convinced of their fins, how much more 
* unwilling; to. part with. them, and how natu- 
*rally the love of ſin brings men to: infidelity, 
"2nd then you will ſee how great reaſon there 
*is, why: you ſhould be exhorting one another daily; 
* while it is called-to day, leſt any of you be bardned. 
© through the deceitfulneſs of ſin. | 
In which words, are theſe three things con- 

ſiderable.. | | 
kn [The 
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- 1. The danger they are.in of being hardned through” | 
the deceitfulneſs of fin, who have the moſt:power-' | 
ful motives and engagements again{t it. | | 

2. The manner whereby fin doth prevail upon 
men to harden them, through the Deceitfulneſs of ſin. 
3- Thecare that all Chriſtians ought co have 
ro prevent being hardned through the Deceufulneſs of 
ſm: Leſt any of 50u, &C. | 
1. The Dang.r men are in of being thardned 
through the decentfulneſs of fin,. though they have- 
the moſt powerful Motives and Engagements againſt 
it. For never any Perſons had greater argu- 
ments againſt returning to the practice! of. {1n, 
than theſe to whom this Epiſtle was written. 
They had embraced among the firſt principles 
Heb.6. 1,2. of the doctrine of Chriſt, the foundation of repen:* 
tance from dead works, and of faith tawapds God, of the 
dotrine of baptiſms and of laying on of hands ( forthe: 
miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt) and of the 
reſurreftion of the dead and of eternal judgement. - And” 
what can we ſuppole to have greater force and 
efficacy to reſtrain men from 1in, than what is 
contained in theſe fundamentals of Chriſtianity 2 
But weſhall find that no Motives have ever been” 
great enough to reſtrain thoſe from ſin, who have 
ſecretly loved it, and only ſought pretences for 
the practice of it, | a 

" Such 1s the frame and condition of humane 
nature conſidered in it ſelf, fo great are the 

adyantages 
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advantages of reaſon and conſideration for the 
government of our actions, ſo much ſtronger are 
thenatural motives: to vertue than to vice, that 
they who look no farther, wouldexpe&@ro findthe 
world much better thanit is. For why ſhould we 
ſuppole the generality of mankind to betray ſo 
much folly, as to act unreaſonably and againſt 
the common intereſt of their own kind ? as all 
thoſe do, that yie!dto the remprations of fin : 
For if we ſet aftde the confideration of a Di- 
vine Law, to fin is nothing elſe but to act fool- 
Khly and inconſiderately. Bur on the other 
ſrde, if mea firſt look into the praice, of the 
Wold, andthere obſerve the ſtrange prevalency 
of Vice, and how willing men are to defend as 
well as to commit it ; they would be apt to 
imagine that etther there is no ſach thing as 
Realon among men, or that it hath very little 
influence upon their actions ; and that the talk 
of Vertue wasfrit found out by ſome grear ene- 
my tothe Felicity of Mankind. Such different 
apprehenſions would men have from the diffe- 
rent wayes of beholding the Picture of Humane 
nature; either as it i5in its own frame, or as it is 
to be ſeen inthe World. They who have with 
the greateſt judgement and care ſearched into 
che nature and firſt principles of humane Socie- 
ties, have all agreed that the chief end and de- 
ſign of men in joyning together was, for the 

mutual 
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mutual benefit and advantage of each other; and 
that in order to this, certain Laws of Juſtice, E- 
quity, Mercy, Truth, Gratitude, Temperance, as well as 
of Subjeftion to. Government, ought to be inviola- 
bly obſerved by men. And. ſince theſe things 
have the univerſal conſent of mankind to be for 
their general good, how comes it to pals, that 
men being joyned in. theſe Societies for. ſuch 
ends, make fo little Conſcience of the practice 
of them? How come {o many to live, as it were, 
in open defianceto thele Fundamental. Laws of 
Nature? tiow come others, only to make uſe 
of the pretence of vertue to deceive, and of ho- 
neſty and integrity to cover the deepelt. diſſimu- 
lation ? If they be not good, why are they pre- 
tended? If they are gocd, why arethey not pra- 


Etiſed ? So that whether we confider mankind 


in it ſelf, or in Society; we find the Motives to 
vertue to be much more weighty, and conſide- 
rable than thoſe to lin; and yet thatthe practice 
of men is direaly contrary. 

Bur it may be ſaid, that all this might happen in 
the world for want of wit and education to poliſh and 
improve the natural Faculties of, mens minds, and to di- 
ret and encourage the prattice of vertne. I with the 
world. had not ſo many inſtances that men of 


the greateſt wit have not been men of the beit 


Morals; but if wit, andeducation, and Philoſo- 
phy had been the moſteftcual means to reclaim 
men 
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men from ſin, where ſhould we have looked 
more for the flouriſhing of vertue, than in 
Greece and Rome? And yet in thoſe times, when 
all the accompliſhments of wit were at the 
higheſt in thoſe places, the manners of men 
were ſunk into the greateſt filth of debauchery. 
It would make one aſftoniſhedto read the admi- 
rable diſcourſes of their Philoſophers, and to con- 
ſider the ſtrange height that eloquence and wit 
were arrived to among their Orators and Ports , 
and then to compare % account given of the 
manners of the Gentile World, not only by their 
own Satyriſts, but by the Apoſtles in their ſeveral 
Epiſtles: What a monſtrous (atalogue of fins do 


we meet within the firſt (hapter to the Romans ? Rom. 1.26, 


of ſins of ſo deep a dye, and of ſo horrid a na- 
ture, and ſuch an Inventory of all ſorts of 
Wickedneſs, that one might imagine the Apo- 
ſtle had been rather deſcribing | DDonl viſion of 
Hell than the ſcat of the Roman Empire. 

"To the ſame purpole he ſpeaks of the Cormthi- 


27,28, 29, 
30, 31, 32s 


1 Cor.6.10s 


Epheſ, 4» 


ans and Epheſians, who thought themlelves be- 17, 18. 


hind none of the Greeks of that Age in the breed- 
ing then moſt in Vogue, - but we need not in- 
itance in particulars, when S. Peter calls it in ge- 
neral the will of the Gentiles, to live in laſciviouſneſs, 
luſts, exceſs of wine, revellings and banquetings, as wel| 
as abominable Idolatries ; and.'S. John in ſhort faith, 
the whole world lyeth in wickedneſs. ECL 

B 2 6 00 


1 Pet. 4. 3, 
1 Joh.5.19. 


(10) 

: It might be worth/our while'to conſider how fo 
univerſal a degeneracy of manners ſhould happen 
in thoſe ages, when men pretended more to Wit 
and Learning, than they had done in any time 
before. And for this, it were very unreaſonable 
to aſbgn any Cauſe that were equally common 
to all other Ages, ſuch as the corruptian of hu- 
man nature; which, how great ſoever it be, is 
the ſame art all times, . neither do | think it rea- 
ſonableto lay it wholly on the bad examples 
of the teachers of vertue, knowing how mali- 
cious the worſt of men are in endeavouring to 
make thoſe who ſeem to be better, to be as bad 
as themſelves : but there are ſome peculiar rea- 
{cns for it, and I wiſh they had been only proper 
tothale times : as, | 
1. Separating Religion and Morality from cach. 
other. When their Religion was placed in ſome 
ſolemn Rites, and pompous Ceremanies, and 
coſtly Sacrifices; butall the matters of Morality 
were confined to their Schodls, there to be en- 
quired after by thoſe that had leifure and curi- 
ofity for them. As thaugh God were more 
concerned for the colour, andage, and pomp of 
their Sacrifices, for the geſtures and ſhews of 
their devotion , than for the purity of their 
hearts, the ſincerity of their minds, ar.the ho- 
lineſs of their lives When once the people had 
{ſwallowed that pernicious principle, that — 
ty - 
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liry was no part of their Religion, they had no 
great regardto the good or evil of their actions, 
as long as a little charge,and ſour looks,and going 
totheir Temples at certain times were thought 
ſufficient roexpiate their ſins. And they were much 
"more encouraged in Wickedneſs, when the Gods 
they worthipped were repreſented onthe ſtage as 
afting all manner of villanies : and no. doubt, 
they thought it a great comfort'tothem in their 
debaucheries, that their Gods were as good fellows 
as themſelves. And whatcould all the precepts 
of Philoſophers, or ſayings of wiſe men ſignifie to 
thoſe who were ſo far trom looking on vertue 
as any neceſlary part of their Religion, that 
they-thought thoſe fir tro be worſhipped for 
Crods, whomthey never believed to have been 
good men ? | | | . 
. - 2. When they had thus rendred vertue unne- 
ceſlary, by making it no-part of their Religion, 
thenext thing was to make t appear ridiculous 
which was a certain way to make Fools om of 
love with it; who donotcon{tder, what is fix to 
be laughed at, but what is fo. When Socrates 
at Athens undertook with many ſharp and cut- 
ting Trowes to reprove the vicesof his Age; and 
wich a great deal of Wit and Reaſon to- per- 
| ſwadementg. the ſober practice of Vertue, the 
licentious people knew not. what to-do with him, 
for they wexe not able ro: withſtand the force =-_ 


(12) 

his arguments ; at laſt Ariſtaphanes (having a Co- 
mical Wit whereby he was able to make any thing 
ſeem ridiculous although he knew very well 
the Wiſdom and Learning of Socrates ; yer) to pleaſe 
and humour the people, hebrings him upon the 
Stage, and repreſents his grave inftruftions af- 
ter ſuch a manner, asturn'd all into a matter of 
laughter to the people of Athens : which did 
more miſchief to the reputation of Yertue among 
them, than the raking away his life did. For, 
his dying convinced the people he was in good 
earneſt, and brought a great veneration to his 
memory ; whereas the other expoſed him only 
to {corn and contempt ; and the people were 
made judges whether it were with-cauſe or no: 
who beſides their ignorance and want of judge- 
ment, were too much parties to be Judges. 
This is the method which men take, when they 
ſer their wits againſt vertue and Goodneſs ; they know 
it-is impoſſible to argue men out of it; but it is 
very cafje by ridiculous poſtures, and mimical 
geſtures, and profane ſimilitudes, to put ſo grave 
and modeſt a thing as vertue is out of Counte- 
nance, among thoſe who are ſure to laugh on 
the otherſ{ide. I do not think ſuch things can 
ſignifie any thing to Wile men ; but when 
was the world made up of ſuch? and therefore 
it ſignifies very much to the miſchief of thoſe, 

who have not the courage to love deſpiſed vertue ; 
: nor 


| (13) 
nor to defend a Cauſe that is laughed down. And 
to theſe I may now add, 

3. The way 1 of others, eſpecially of 
tholeto whom it belonged to teach and encourage 
cVertue, above others. No man will pretend, that 
itis ground enough for him to do a thing meerly 
| becauſe he ſees another doit, yet in all Ages men 
have ſeen and complained that the power of ex- 
ampleshath outdone that of Laws. Some that 
think themſelves more ſubtle than others, queſti- 
on whether thoſe mean what they ſay, who ſpeak 
one thing and do another, and therefore they 
will do what they.think the others mean ; which 
were a. good. plea if their actions were better than 
their words. Others think, that all diſcourſes 
of vertue, and honeſty, and true Honour, are: 
meer matter of talk for men to entertain ſome 
idle hours with, and that men are univerſally 
agreed in nothing but in ſpeaking well.and do- 
ing ill. Theſe look on vertue as a kind of Phe- 
1x, a thing often talked of, and believed by ſome, 
but never ſeen by any : but ſuch fiad all things 
ſo very bad. at home, that out of charity to 
themſelves, they believe the whole World to be 
like them. Others have ſo much natural mo- 
deſty and.ſenſe of ſhame. that they have not the. 
courage. to commit a great wickednels, unlels 
they were hardned to it by the example. of 


greater {inners before them, Bur the moſt com- 
| mon. 
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mon reaſon of the prevalency of example is, 
that men find in themſelves a ſtrong propenſity 
and inclination to do evil, and are willing to 
meet with ſuch a pretence for committing it, that 
they do bur as othersdo, and therefore [cannor 
think that bare example were enough to cor- 
rupt the World if there were not ſome antece- 
dent inclination in humane nature tothe praCtice 
of evil. For fincethere is leſs reaſon to follow 
bad examples than good, why ſhould one pre- 
vail more than the other in the World, if there 
were nothing but the bare example-to move ? 
Bur that inclination being conſidered, we may 
eaſily give an account of the ill conſequence 
which the bad examples of thoſe who are to di- 
rect and encourage others in vertue, muſt needs 
Xen. ep. ad be of tothe reſt of mankind. Xenophon was nor 
e#/ch. without reaſon ſo much diſpleaſed, when he 
ſaw ſome of the bet of Socrates his Diſciples, 
make their Cort ro Dionyſus in Stcilie ; knowing 
how inconſiſtent the reputation of vertue is, with | 
the very ſuſpicion of Flattery : and' that nothing 
makes great men more ſuſpicious of Tertue, 
than when they ſee Philoſophers become Flatterers, 
and carrying on the reſtleſs deſigns of ambition 
under the pretence of teaching rhe art of ccon- 
rentment to others. ' Ir was this which made the 
very name of them become {ſo odious at Rome, 


that even vertue it ſelf was hated for their ſakes: 
| ſo 
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fo that the very teachers of yertue contributedto 
the increaſe of vice. Eſpecially when by their end: 
leſs diſputes & wranglings about words & terms 
of art, . ea made the people ſuſpe& they did but. - 
play prizes before them; and only pretended to 
| ren were well enough agreedto cheat and 
eccive them. Upon ſuch grounds as theſe, all 
the Motives to Vertue contained inthe Writings and 
GEE of Philoſophers loſt their due force and _ 
efficacy on the minds of the people, who were 
rather more hardned in their ſins by theſe diſ- 
advantages which attended the means that were 
uſed to reclaim them from the jpraQtice of 
them. 

But when all other. motives proved ineffeCtual 
'by theſe diſadvantages, what could be more rea- 
{onably expeed, than that the motives of the 
: Goſpel ſhould prevail with men, being of ſo great 
weight in themſelves, and recommended with 
{o- much advantage to the World, by the cxam- 
ples of thoſe who delivered them ? The great 
arguments of Chriſtianity againſt the practice 
of {in are notdrawn from any uncertain Topicks, 
or nice and -curious ſpeculations, but from the 
' influence mens good or evil actions in this World 

will have upon their happineſs or miſery in ano- 

- ther. Ad what concerns. another ſtate is re- 
vealed with much more clearneſs, and confirmed 
_ by ſtronger evidence, and enforced by more mio- 
ving 


Rom. 2: 6. 
1.18. 


Gal. 6. 7- 
Eph. 5. 6. 


(C6) | 
vicig .conſideratians; thansrover tro wab beſord 
among, the -beſt'and wileft|of che Gomiles> The 
doctrine of Chriſtianity is plain and -perempto4 
ry in this matter, that God will render toi epery nan ac - 
carding to bis Works : and that-the wwrdth/of -Gud; ix «rep 
rvealed from: Heaven. againſt all! wngodlineſs' #hd wright 
teoufneſs of men. And however.prone: men are-to 
be deceived with rvain words; yet-let them 166k 2 


'theraſebves;; God will not be-mocked, :( howeverinien 
-may be) for becauſe of thefe things thewrath! of » Gal 
-will come upon the Children of diſobedience. No Savti- 


-faces, no prayers, no/penances, no vows. and-pro- 
- miſes wrill;keep:off this wrath of: God:wichoutl in 


hearty repentance and timely reformation! "'Ne- 


'vef any Religion or inſtitutivn in'\ the World 
-made-in: fo. much its buſineſs ro.kbep men! froth 
»doing evil; and co perſwade themra.do good; 4s 
- the Chriſtian doth. The Apoſtiesthoughtir rhe 
greateſt. comradicionts theit profeſſion, fox any 


3 Pet. 4+ 3, 


- men.totbe called Chriftians, and rolive inthepra- 


Qtice.of i their former fins, Lot the time paſt>of yopr 
life ſuffice you, {airh S: Peter, to have wrought the will 
of the Gentiles, i.e. thartime paſt when you were 


-no:Qhriftians. - Tobe x Chriſtian uberv was'lt 
: one as of a laoſe, profane, diffohure-perſonto: be- 


Rom. 1 3s 


L4s 


(rift, was all one as wo pac off 45-concentine the (for- 


come ſober, religious, exatt in his converſation 
Toput on Chriſt, was but another phraſe, for waking 
no proviſion far the fleſofulfil the lufts thereof - Folearn 


TP 72,9”: 


(7) 
Mer crivaſinion rhe old: nan, which is coruptuccording 'to 
the deeaiefhnl lufts ;/ and to prition themewman, which after 
God 5-ertcted in righteoufneſs and true holineſs. . Thole 
were the blefſed dayes of Chriſtianity; when it 
was no hard) matter to underſtand what it-was to 
be a Chriſtian ;: 'when' the: niceties: of diſputes, 
awd che fubcle arcifices of menof corrape ' minds 
hadnor yer debauched rhe\norion- of Chriſtiani- 
xy, *6:reconcile\ it with the: ituſts of men/'! To 
be.x Ghrifti rchen, wasnbt toibe verſed in the 
(abtilies of the:'Schools; 'orto be able to ſwal- 
1ow-contradifetions: withour chewing them ; or 
to be'a5 eros and earncſtfor every doubtful opi- 
ior and uncertairt cuftorne, as if the ſubſtance 
of Chriſtianity were: like- Epicurus his- World 


Eph. 4. 20, 
21, 24+ 


made up; of-a great, numaber of very ſmall-and-- 


reſtleſs he To be, a! Chriftian;, was -nor 
tofghr forthe Faich,/bur'to live by ic; .not to 
quatrel for good Works, but to- practiſe:them ; 
Inſhort, xo be a-Chriftianwas to depart from iniquity 
UNnd-t6 ds 200d, xo. be rgek, and-hwmble; and pa- 
Txeht; 'and peaceable :rowards all nei - to be 
charirable, and kind; tobe1ober and- temperate in 
all things, to be holy, ſincere, and innocent -ih his 
2901s rewards'God and men: -/ This 1sthe"true 
HMerof a Chriſtian,.andnor a-meer 7dea ;-bur ſuch 
us every one that owns himſelf to be a Chriſtian 


1s bound by the moſt Sacred-vow' of Chriſtianity. 


3-P3pti/t eo belike-;  ſorharfif/ exheetheconſ;+ 


C 2 deration 


(18) 
deration of their own eternal welfare, or the 
nature, deſign, or honour of Chriſtianity, or 
their own moſt ſolemn engagements can reſtrain 
men from the practice of tin, we lee that thoſe 
who are Chriſtians, are under the moſt powerful 
motives and engagements again(t it. 

But yet ſuch there have been (I wiſh I could 
not ſay ſuch there are) who have broken through 
all theſe things, and have been; hardned through the 
—_— of fin. One might have thought, if 
any perſons had been our of this danger, they 
had been ſuch as the Apoſtle makes this exhortati- 
ofi to; who had ſeen the miraculous operations of 
the Holy Ghoſt for confirming the dofrine and Mo- 
tives of Chriſtianity; nay who had themſelves beca 

Heb.6.4,5+ made partakers of the Holy Ghoft, and had taſted of the 
Eleavenly gift, and of the good word of God, and of the 
powers of the world to come : Who had teſtified their 
repentance for their former ſins in the moſt pub- 
lick and ſolemn manner, and hadentred into the 
moſt Sacred Vow of Baptiſm, never to return 
more to the practice of it :. who had done. this 
in the heat of perſecution, which they endured 
with courage and rejoycing ; yet after all theſe 
things,” the Apoſtle en hay a more than ordi- 
nary jealouſie leſt any of them ſhould fall away, 
and their hearts be hardned through the deceitfulneſs of 
fm. When Critias and Alcibiades had forlakenthe 
pa:hs of vertue, which they ſeemed very forward 


in, 


(is) 
in, whilethey centinued undertheinſtrucions of 
Socrates, Xenophon ſaith, there were | {ome that contend- "1mm | 
ed that they never had any wvertue at all, __ ans ak 
thoſe who once had it- could never loſe it : but for bis 
part, he ſaith, he was by\no means. ſatisfied with their 
opinion: for as men: by diſcontinuing." bodily exerciſes 
make themſelves uncapable of doing thoſe things which they 
were moſt expert in before; ſo men by the negleft of ims 
proving their minds in; vertue ; and. giving way to the 
temptations of : honour and pleaſure ( which was the 
caſe of (ritias and Alcibiades) may by degrees loſe the 
force of all the Motives 'to vertue and conſequently the 
rvertue it ſelf. : It is agreed by all men whoun- 
derftand) any; thing in theſe jmarrers,, that even 
Grace, although ir be the effe&tof a divine pow- 

er on. the minds of men, is of it ſelf capable of 
being loft; che great: diſpute is, whether it may 
be lo{t paſt all / recovery! 2/'But as :iwe, have-no 
more reaſan to. ſet any bounds to the Grace of 
God inmens Recovery, than as to: their firſt Re- 
pentance ; ſo we ought to: conſider; that there' is 
Juch afalling away: mentioned: by the, Apoſtle, of 
thoſe who bave becn once enlightned, f which, he ſaith, :6.6.4,6; 
it is impoſsible to renew them agajnl to' repentance: an 
rhat Scriprure deals: with: al perſons ins ex- 
hortations; - and admonirions;; ant threatnings, 
as if they were-capable of -faling to the-urmoſt 
degree: :andito:ſuppale:thae thing impoſlible ro 
be done, which the, graveRt;counlels, -and Be 
viaulods mo 


(eo) 
moft-ivehement!: perfry aſrons: :are (ſtd; to keep 

_ men fodmiche- doingoof} 15 to-mnake aAfcyere. re, 

 fle&gion on the wifdomcof them that give: them. 
And the yHpyfle-here leaves none..of ther. our; 
butbids the mpftifonrand Pelievers: beware: of an 
evil-beazt of -mbglinfiz.1ang, thoſe:.whoihad!been 
moſt ſoknegd by, Teperitance, 'rake heed of bing 
hardned through: the deceitfulnefs of: fin: So \phat-we 
fee, how PORen ſoever>the motives..to-ertur 
are, 'howgrear ſpeventhe tagagenents agatalt Gin , 
yet che. fl thowghr-ir ar Five chem 
warning againftthe deceitfubreff of fin. 1 . .. '- 
- 12:Bix what Kind/of devenfulneſſ is this-infin;rhar 


the beſt/and wiſeſt met ave Joi much. dautibn'd 
a62inſt ir 2? Wharirdefiftibte charts doch/ix uſeco 


draxy mien into its:fnares 2:with-what dofufion 
doth it ifolfar incoxtcare thartkind do piaketheni 
gore uporvit; aganiſtthe convictions of; Reaſon, 
and dictates of Conſcience, andothe 'power of 
perſwaſton, 'and the moſt ſolemn” and repeated 
Vows and Promiſes ugainftic? nayzzo make men 
purſue : ,- to ſuch?:@ 'degreecas rather: ro! be 
:1 damned for it than” forſakeir 2 If we were-to 
conſider this only by Reaſon, -we could imagine 
nothing leſs than; that ſix az-one time (or other 
hath laid' ſuch a mighty obligation'on mankind, 
th tatherthan-part withit; the !grearer partiof 
men; out of meer! graticude, would-be 'contenc 
to' ſuſfer forever wit\it:3 or; thavit is a thing!ſb 
eG abſolutely 


IL JAMAL 


comfors.of-parns liveg,upas the greateſt 
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mankind! and of rholewhaKa om 
they mult Mew: or K; anoth er. 


yer:t9; ſoil. | chis difigulty,y We: han, 9 "I 
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mankind {Þ generally, lo facally.c; andthole arc 
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muſt be looked on and admired as ornaments; 


(22) 
themſelvesinto the good*opinion of the Judges 
before they are aware of tt. This is the ver 
method which'is made-uſe of by the deceiful 
neſs of Sin, it dares not ſtand the examination of 
any cloſe reaſoning, ' for all its artifices "would 
preſently be diſcover'd then; but it makes uſe of 
theſe arts of infinuation. 4.- It endeavours to 
raiſe a good opinion of it ſelf by falſe colours 
and repreſentations of things. 2. When it hath 
done =y it draws men on by degrees to the 
practice of it, 3. When men are engaged inthe 
practice of fin, then it repreſents ro them how 
much it is their own intereſt to defend it, and ſo 
brings them from the counſel of the ungodly, and the 
way of ſinners, to the ſeat of the ſcornful. 

1. It endeayours to raiſe a good opinion of 
it ſelf by falſe colows and repreſentations of 
things. The firſt precept of zaffouacion 1s tO re- 
mpve prejudice, for while that continues, all 
that can be ſaid will be of no force. While 
men look on fin as vile, and loathſome, as mean 
and unworthy of a man, as inconſiſtent with the 
peace and contentment of their minds, ſo lon 
cemprations are eaſily reſiſted : all arts ws 
therefore be uſed to make it appear with all the 
addreſs and flattery which is moſt apt to entice 
a poor deluded ſinner. Then, the fetters and 
ſhackles which it brings to enflave men with, 


it's 


a) 


| (0 
54s iſt ſordid! ard fikith: 


1ptalſhies enulbbe 
chought great anbmanhyy« 21wkels 
-honour ig advancape appear 'thore valuable 
than an eternal ſtate of pp pinefs- and'Glory, 

t 


'Theſe-are things we ſhould: think igvery Hard 
for men'ro be deceived with';" arid: yer. every 
day wefind they are ſo; and which is far more, 
they are. ready torakeir-very ill 'of thoſe who 
Bo abour co undeceive their, © Ai echer: cafes} if 
mar 'glls. another, tha ke'is' Hike t&' be: de 

——_ with. a falfe and countetfeit!Fewel iriftead 
of a'trae one, or to'buy/a'bad Tile y0/arE- 
Rate infteat/ of a9g66d: one ; ; He rhitiks liwaſblf 
very ;imuch-obliged:co him'for his fidelity arid 
Kindnefs:; only inthe caſ&of frians beloved 
fins. alth - they will 'ptave- theigreareft 
chears/incheWortd-da hink!yet Aocaande (well 
«endure'to be told: ſo':;  bue In ook iS/APLXO 
fire and: n—— binxiticos zinfthim 
' that :doth/ it:{-: and altho wn Aran wth 
rfe]8, {it ready 


har rexteſd iciocency "and 
inzerprexed:no-be!6niy ths effe& of m2 

lick: add all with: © Fort fir thath inſinuared 
a36-(Afido, far; iniolhinv;: hay! me gw: caw Be 
choughtob frientowheÞerlda, xwhoigar6efo tb 
his y. aj :andthey ardtkercogienorhathright 
of fricraiſtnps Fr commuhity/of iteetcſis4y; to 
-have comment fades rand (connamt thend. 
Now! Al: the diſcourfeso ofthe: fcora'3 and 

D + pleaſure, 


(24) 

pleaſure, and. ſatisfaAtion df. mans mind:n the 
practice (of ivertue. appear very dult. and:'inſipid 
things; and fit only for Learned. ;Fogls.or Philoſa- 
phers to; talk of../. ! to 362 1:m9c9 ts 15:3 
- Nothing delerves:the name! of Liberty! with 
them, but a -power:of doing what chey- pleaſe. 
What-nonſenſe angd-.cantradition doth-ir ſeem 
to them for thole tobe accounted ifree, who are 
under any bands or. reſtrajnts'2:;No matter:to 
them,' whether they be from'God, or;Nature:, 
from Reaſgn, or Conſcience, ..as. long: as: they 
are reſtraigys ;,. they, look on them as: incon- 


"filtent! with! their + notion of | liberty: And 


Next, to thoſs who. i threaten 'men/' with -pu- 
njiſhments-in another World for whatthey..db 
amiſs 1in;'this, they account; thoſe. the: greateſt 
'Fools.that firſt found out the diftindtion:of good 
and- evil, and-juſt! 2nd unjuſt _in the actions of 
-mien,: ©-Whac Fools (ſay they) were'they to 
« faſten diſhonourableagd reproachful. names on 


- ſame of the: moſt pleaſant and;/beneficiabacti- 


<  oris of life &.' Fot thus 'aman is. debatredithar 


'* noble and manly Vice of Drunkennefs for fear 
-© of loſing:the: reputation of Sobriecy ; an&'ithe 
F extrayagancies of Luſt, for fear of doing inju- 
;**ry te. his neighbours Bed : and ſuppoſing: a 


«« man; hath never ſo. much [advantages in his | 


hands to enrich himſelf -by defrauding : and- 
£ thery yet: he nat, pot doir, becauſe although 


cc 
«an. 


SI 


A 
- (25) 
*« 2neſlate*be-in the keeping' of 'z-Fool, yet 
* another muſt not be a Knaveto get it fromhim. 
Thus do theſe miſerable Slaves to Vice pitty the 
weakneſs of thoſe who have ſo little wit (asthey. 


. 


think) hotto underſtand the Liberry they enjoy : 
But thus do mad men pitty the Julnefs of thoſe 
that are in their wits, that do not ſing, and rant, 
and deſpiſe the World, as they do: and fancy 
themſelves to'beKings and Princes, while they 
are tyedifaſt in their chains, and lye'in Straw. 
And-upon ſuch grounds'as thele, the moſt rude 
. agd. barbarousndians: did better underſtand the 
liberty ofartankind; than the moſtcivilizedNa- - 
tions. For all civility is a debarring men of 
ſome part of this natural liberty, i. e. of thoſe 
things: which 'men have a--power-to do;' and 
upon-this pround:- all: antient. Law-givers and 
Wiſe men, who by degrees brought ſeveral Na- 
tions to Order and Government, and to liveby 
Laws, ' ought ito be' hated as the greateſt Ty-- 

rants and/Uſurpers:upon 'the liberties 'of- man- 
kind : and'' the' natural conſequence: of this 
would be the overthrow of all Laws, andOr- 
der, ;and Crovernment in the. World. -- But if 
chere muſt be ſome reſtraints upon men, then 
we are to conſider what reſtraints are juſt and 
reaſonable, within whoſe bounds we are to con- 
tain our ſelves; and whatever tends to the diſ- 
honour of God, to the, injury of others, . or to 
3.3 our 


__ 64) | 
our own,deftri&ien; is: is all thereaſon in the 
would but do this,-they would be kept fromthe 
pracice, of fin, :' Ang: fo. this imaginary norj- 
on, ok:4 /boundlels liberty will appears to, be on«. 
ly. one'iof the falſe colours that fin-puts upon. evit 
ations, on. purpole ,to.tempt men tothe com- 


c " 


miſſion. of; thens, | DIY 503 51 | 
_ - Bur:there is; another;Poifon which more ſub- 
tilly and dangerouſly -infinuates;it ſelf into the . 
hearts of men, and. by. which hn'gers:the:poſ- 
ſeſſion there; and that is/,the love. of: pleaſure.y.. 
L do not. mean; the; pleaſure df; the:naund, OL the . 
pleaſure of agoad (conſcience, for..there is no. 
danger in theſe; but. lic, is: the love..of ſenſual. 
plealure whish- 49:moft aptiito xnſnate men, Jin, 
the, PracRice of þ.; b6 1s utder this reprefenta- #] 
tion. chiefly, that fin.deceives, berrayes, entangles, - 
bewitches, deſtroyes.the ſouls of, men = Iris this : 
which fillsthe:imagipation,] and darkensthe un-. 
 derſtanding : with/;fikthy : Reams , and} vapours,.: 
and hurrics, 4. man. on.witth., the impetuous-vio- | 
lence of, paſſhons, withour.,confdermg the mil 
chievous conſegiience which attendsart, either as. . 
to: his; honeur in. thts World, or his ſalyation in. : 
another.  'This; danger which attends the plea- 
| - ſures of ſin was wellrepreſented. in,.one.of.the . 
10. ad Spe- Faſtern Parables,, of-; a man' vidlently. purſued byWitd. - 
cim-ſepicnt Beſts to the top;of a'Precipice,” where there was a Tree .. 


wet. Indo- 
| growing 


(wh | 
growing -o the fide-of. a great: lakes and ut the: foot of 
it«4 prodigious Strpent: lying. ready\ to: devour him , the- 
man: being. I gets upon: the firſt branch- 
of: the tree: be; could reach 5 but:be was ns: |ooner there, 
but. his: horrour.- increaſed at. the apprehenſion of | his | 
danger on: every {ids; bam; and that which added the -- 
moſt to Tis conſternation : was, that the very branch on 
which be: ſtood was almoſt eaten; off '; while he; was in 
this. terruble fright, he looks up to. the top of the tree, and- 
there: ſees ſame wild honey: trickling :down- the body of. . 
the. tree, which: he was ſo taken with,. and ſo; pleaſed: 
with the . a Fara + of: it. that he forgets his: danger, _.. 
till, of:; 4 ſwdden.- the: cbr anch breaks, and \dours the-:dt ops:: - 
into: thelake without crecovery;: © This is the true: Te»: 
preſentation of tlie «pleaſures: of fin;; whichmen-. 
are'{o; much entertained -with;cthar they never 
con{tder- the: hazard chey:run;: and ſcarce think--/ 
of their danger: till:they drop: into; thav ſtate ofc 
milery: fromwhencethereisnotedemprion.:. - 

But beſidesithefe foftiand vohuptuaus ifinners;... | 
( whoare:cafily deceived and: thardly-drawmout-: . 
of theſnares they fall imta:) there are others: of;: 
a more buſic, refttels; anddeſtgning temper, ' and: 
tothefe! ſin appears\nnder -another:{hape ro. de+' 
ceiye them, with: all the- advamages: of- external: 
Splendour and(trearmnets. Andithusthey whos. 
poGGbly: might.eſcape; the: bairs -ob;pleafure;. are 
carryed: away by ithe: more: plautible: 'rempratis: :. 
ens of» Riches;and Hooaur.: Iris lupipoled: by: - - 


. lome,, 


(28). . 
ſome, that when' the: Devil tempted Chrift + 


Mat. 4.8,9. with the offers. of the Kingdoms of this world, if, be 


would fall down and worſhip bim, he .did - not. 
know, who he was, but had a mind to-try him 
bythe moſt probable way of diſcovering- what 
was within him : Burt ſurely the Devil thought - 
him ſome extraordinary :perſon, or elle he 
would never have made fo large an offer at © 
firſt, viz. of no leſs than all the Kingdoms of | the * 
World, whereas very much leſs than one of theſe 
hath ſerved to corrupt and debauch the minds of - 
many who have been great. pretenders to Piety 
and Vertue. It was indeed ſomewhat a: hard 
condition the Devil joyned:with his offer; to fall 
down and Worſhip him, becauſe he then deſign- 
ed not only a Vidory but a Triumph ,; but with 
others he conceals the condition and draws them '- 
on by degrees, ſtill riſing higher and higher in his 
remprations, thereby fecding and enlarging their 
defires , till the love of this World hath. gotten 
ſuch an entire poſlcſſion of their hearts, that 
they ſcarce ever in good carneſt think of ano-. 


_ thertill their ſouls are paſſing into.it. And then 


it may be, thev ſadly refle& ontheir own folly, in 
that they have preferred the deluding ſcenes and 
pompous ſhews of worldly greatneſs, before the 
compleat and endleſs felicity of another life. 
But 1t very often happens, thar it is not ſo long, 


as till their leaving this World, that men come 
"0 


(29) 


tO: not eone -reftleſs -folly-; of ambition. 
t 


ings of this World are like Fpicurus his 


. Atoms, alwayes moving and _ one again{t 


another ; -and one mans ambirion 


efves to {up- 


plant agothers, and they,who cannotraile them- 
elves may yer help to ruine others ;; and oft- 


times thoſe very deſigns by which they moſt 


| hoped to advance themlelves, prove the occaſion 


-of- their fall and-deſtrugion. The Mabumetans 


have a ſtory to-this purpoſe; In.the.time.of Jeſus Warn.Prov. 
three men. in- a journey. hapned to find a _Treaſure.; but Perſic p-33- 


:being hungry, they [gt one-of their number to buy pros 
. vjſuons,;- be! conſults; how! he” might get this; treaſure to 
him elf, and-for_that - end, reſolves to poiſon their- meat, 
. the. other two. agreed to ſhare it between them, and to 
«kill the third afſoon as be returned; which they did, and 
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F 

4 


# 
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themſelves ſoon. after dyed of, the- poiſoned meat.. Jeſus 


paſſing by. with his diſciples, ſaid, This is- the condition 
of- this world! ſee what the love of 'it bath brought theſe 


1.uen to' ! -Wo-bet to:-bim that looks 'for any, other. uſage 
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-From- it. {\ This/is.the firſt way whereby fin doth 


inſiquate- into 'the minds of them ; iz; by 
falſe 5olours and repreſentations of things. 

3y -H- But) when-.ſin hath; ſo far; infinuated it (elf 
to;bring men-t0-2. better opinion of it, it doth not 
preſently hurry. them ; on. to the greateſt height 
of wickedgels ;: but leads them gently. and. by 
eaſe. ſteps and degrees, leſt they - ſhould ſtart 
back preſently hat. the fright of ſome dreadful 


£ 
. 


<> ſin. 
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' fin, Which will appear if we:confider;how one 


comes to be corrupted by fin that hath had the 
advantage of a modeſt and verttous education: 


-if thoſe who defign todebauch him ſpeak out at 


firſtin plain words what they aim at, a {ſudden 
horrour ſeizes upon him at the apprehenſion 
of it, and it may A he hates their company for 
ever after. But there is ſo much a ſenſe 'of 
ſhame teftin humane nature, that men dare not 
rempt others to ſin,at leaft athirit, in plain terms, 
andthe ſame temptation which being repreſent- 


cd one way would . affright, appearing with 
greater artanddiflimulation- may eaſily prevail. 


And fin is athing, that men-hate to be forced, 
but too muich love-to be cheated into the pra- 


Etice of it. How doth -a young ſinner ſtruggle 
with himſelf, and'\would if it were poſfible' ger 


out of rhe noiſe of his own Conſcience, when 


 hehath offered force-and violence to- it-! -He .1s 


very unealie toihimſclf, and wiſheth a thouſand 


times he had never commutted: the ſin; rather 
' than xo feel ſuch horrour and dJiſquiet- in his 
mind, upon the'ſenſe of it.-; Butif this doth-not 
make him preſently: repent, :and'-reſolve never 
't0- beguilcy again of the-famefolly;: {65-ih4ll 


reafon.it oughtito do) thee by. time and- cot- 


pany. he wears-off the- inipreſſion of Mis'guilr, 


and thenext oocaſion' of filming makes Himfor- 


ger the wounds of his Confcicnce;and thelmart 


he 
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he endured before ; and the freſh temptation 
revives the ſenſe of his former pleaſure, and 
then he is able ro withſtand no longer ; and 
thus by repeating the ſamie a&ts, by degrees he 
becomesa very hopeful ſinner, and the reports 
of his Conſcience are bur like that of ſounds ar 
a greater diſtance , they leſſen ſtill more and 
more, till at laſt they cannot be heard at all. 
And when he hath thus maſtered his Conſci- 
ence, as to any one fin, which ar firſt he was 
fearful of committing, and hath found 
ſuch an Ice upon his Conſcience as will bear 
him, he goes on ſtill farther and farther, till no- 
thing be too hard for him. He that av firſt 
ſtarred and trembled at the hearing of an horrid 
oath, now can hear whole' volleys of them diſ- 
charged without ſhrinking '; and can bear his 
part in that helliſh Concert : and hethat was ſo 
hardly brought to be wicked himſelf, may in a 
little time ( as ſome mea are ſtrange proficients 
in wickedneſs) tempt and encourage others to 
the practice of it. | 

3- And when men are arrived to an habitual 
- continuance in ſin, then for their preſent eaſe and 
ſecurity, they caſt about for any wayesto defend 
it. For whatever is become of Contcience, they 
may have ſuch a ſenſe of reputation lefr, that. 
they would not be choughr Fools, and be con-: 
remned and delpiſed by others. Bur although: 
IE | E It 
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it be impoſſible for fuch to avoid ſcorn and con 
tempt among- all thoſe who. have any. true re; 
gardto Vertue or Honour, yet they will endea-; 
vour rather to defend themlelves in doing ill, 
than recover their reputation by repentance, 
And becaule it would puzzle the wits of the. 
molt ſubtle and concerned. perſoas to find ous 
pretences and excuſes for ſome kinds of- ſins ;;, 
therefore the eaſieſt way is to repreſent all, the 
World as alike bad, although not alike cunning ., 
and although ic may benor inthe ſame way, yet 
in ſomething as ill in it ſelf, bur more agreeable: 
to their Age, temper, and condition of life: 
Thus the greateſt ſinners love to herd themſelves. 
in a croud, and think it ſome poor defence for 
their fins, that they would have others believed. 
to be as bad as they : as though a man were in; 
the leſs danger by the plague, becauſe ir is a gene- 
ral contagion. Bur if it happen that ſome perſons: 
intheWorld ſhould have any reputation for Ver- 
rue among them, then all the weakneſſes, and in- 
diſcretions of ſuch, are ſure to be enquired after, 
that ſo whatis accounted vertue, may be thought 
only natural ſourneſs of temper, or want of wit 
to be otherwiſe. But if any ſuch ſhould be 
found in a miſcarriage, what Joy and Triumph. 
doth this make 2? what load of circumſtances 
and agpravations do they . lay upon them ; as 
though one ſingle miſcarriage of ſuch perſons: 
were 


"TW: 
were to weigh: down. a thouſand enormities: of 
theirs And becauſe it is impoſſible to defend 
their extravagant courſes by Reaſon, the only 


way left for them is to make Satyrical Inveflives 
_ againſt Reaſon; as though it were the moſt. un- | 
certain, foolith and-(-I had almoſt faid ) wnreas 


ſonable thing in the World: and yet they pretend 
co ſhew ir in arguing againſt it: bur it. is pitty 
ſuch had not their wiſh, to have been Beaſts rather 
than men, (if any-men can make (ſuch a wiſh that 
have it not already ) that they might have been 
lels capable-of doing miſchief among mankind ; 
by repreſenting. all the excellencies of humane 
nature, which are Reaſon, and Yertue, and Religk 
on, but as more grave and folemn fopperies. 
But how hard are ſuch men put to defend their 
vices, thatcannor do it, without trampling un- 
der footthe moſt noble perfections of their own. 
nature! Ld | 
Theſe however are the more ingenuous ſort 
of finners, that yield Reaſon and Religion to be of 
Vertues de ; but there are others that make ule 
of ſome ſhallow: pretences of Reaſon to excuſe 
themſelves in their fins: which is the ſecond way 
whereby ſin deceives men, Viz, 
*- 2, Byfalſe Reaſonings: and thole taken either, 
+, From their Preſent impunity : 2. Or from 
their Future Repentance.- | LIN 
1. From their preſent impunity infinning, men 
ka E 2 are 


'? 


t34) 


are apt to deceivethemſelves into a continuance 
init. This is the account the Wiſe man hath 
long ſince given of mens being hardned in ſin, 
Becauſe ſentence againſt. an evil work is not executed 
ſpeedily ; therefore the hearts of the ſons of men is fully 
ſetin them to doevil. It ſeems ſomewhat hardto 
underſtand the conſequence, why men ſhould 
grow more deſperately wicked, becauſe God 
gives them a ſpace to repent ? Is it neceſſary that 
if God doth puniſh ar all, he muſt do it preſent- 
ly ? that would ſeem to be rage and fury, or a 
neceſſity of nature, and not juſtice. Cannot 
judgement be duly executed, unleſs the Judge 
break open the Priſon doors, and torment the 
Maletactor in his chains? Why may not God 
reſpite the puniſhment of ſinners, when he 
pleaſes, to another ſtate, ſince he hath declared 
AR.17+31. that be hath appointed a day wherein be will judge the 
World in righteouſneſs ? What incongruity is there 
in. this to. any principle of reaſon or juſtice ? 
Will not this time of Gods patience, be a ſufft- 
cient vindication of his lenity and goodneſs in 
order to the drawing men to repentance ? And 
will not the day of his future judgement be a 
full vindication of his juſtice 2 Will not the in- 
fupportable horiours of a miſerable erernity.diſ- 
cover far more Gods abhorrence of fin, than pre- 
{ent ſufferings in this life, which, the greater 
they are, the lels they continue 2 Bur all this 


falle 


Eecl. 8. 11. 
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falſe way of reaſoning ariſeth. from that. grofs 
piece of ſelf-flattery that ſuch do imagine God 
ro be like themſelves, 4 e. as cruel and revenge- 
ful as they are: and they preſently think, if any 
perſons did offend them ar the rate that finners 
are (aid to offend God, and they had ſo much 
power in their hands to punith them as he has, 
without any fear of revenge upon themſelves, 
they would be ſure to diſpatch them preſently ; 
but becaule they ſee God doth ir not, therefore 
they conclude thar all thetalk of Gods anger and. 
batred againſt (1n is without ground : and from 
hence they take encouragement to fin. So. the 
Plalmiſt ſaith in Godsname, Theſe things thou didft phal.50.21, 
and I kept filence , and they preſently rook his | 
lence for conſent ; for it follows, and thou thought: 
eft that 1 was altogether ſuch 'a one as thy. ſelf : bur 
the Plalmiſt adds, how ill he rook this at mens 
hands, and that he would one day make them 
know the difference between the forbearance of 
ſinners, andthe love of their ſins, but I will re- 
prove thee, and ſet them. in order before thee. And 
therefore he bids them be better adviled, and 
conſder this while they forget God, leſt be tear them- in v.22 
pieces, and there be none to. deliver. | ; 

2, Men are hardned by the deceitfulneſs of ' 
ſin, from rhe hopes. of their future repentance. 
For that is one of the great cheats of fin, that 


every one thinks he can repent and ſhake off 


his. 


 - ; 
his fins when he hath a mind to do' it. Sin 
doth nor lye like a heavy weight upon their 
backs, ſo that they.fteel the load of it , and 
therefore they think ir is eaſily removed, if 
they would ſ{etithemſelves to it. Moftof thoſe 
that believe a God and a judgement to come, 
and yet continue in fin, do it upon this preſum- 
ption, that one time or other, they ſhall leave 
their fins, and change rhe courſe of their lives 
| before they go out of this world. They have 
not only thoughts of repentance, bar general 
purpoles of doing the acts of it at one time, or 
other ; but that time is not come, and Cod 
knows whether it ever will or no. For fin en- 
tices them and draws them on ſtill; and when 
any motionstowards repentance come into their 
minds, that preſently ſuggeſts, It is time enough yet ; 
-why ſo much haſte ? there will be trouble enough in it 
when you muſt do it, wbat need you bring it ſo faſt 
upon you ? Are not you likely to bold out a great many 
years yet * what pitty it i to loſe fo much of the plea- 
ſure of life, while you are capable of enjoying it ? There 
is old Age coming, and when you will bz good for n0- 
thing elſe, then will 'bz time enough to grow wiſe and 
to repent. Bur O fooliſh ſinner, who hath be- 
witched thee to hearken to ſuch unreaſonable 
{uggeſtions as theſe are! For 
3- In the laſt place, ic ought to be our preſent, 
our conſtant, our greateſt care to preyent-being 


bardned 
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Bardned by the dectitfulneſs, of ſui.-.' For to this ends 

it is not enough to. con{ider of it at 'one time 

or other in our lives, but we muſt be exhortin 

one another daily, while it is called to day, leſt any of us 

be hardned through the witchcraft -and deceitfulneſs of 

ſin :  Andif it be fo much the dury- of others to 

ſhew that regard to one anothers ſouls ; how 

much more doth it become-us to do it, who 

expect to be calledto anaccount at the great day 

for the diſcharge of our rruſt in this matter ? 

It is a dreadful paſſage we read of in the Pro- 

phet Ezergel, and enough to make our ears to tin- 

gle at the xepeating it, When I ſay unto the wicked, Ezek.33.8. 

0: wicked mim thou ſhalt ſurely dye, if thou doſt not 

beak to warn the wicked from bis way, that wicked 

man [hall dye in his iniquity, but bis blood will T res 

quire at thine hand. We- would fain- believe this 

to have been ſome particular and extraordina- 

ry commiſſion given to the Prophet by God 

himſelf, which doth not concern us , for what 

will become of us, if not only our own faults 

( which God knows are tao many ) but other 

mens ſhall be charged upon us? when either 

through neglect,or flattery, or fear of diſpleaſing, 

or for any mean and unworthy ends, we betray 

our truſt, and inſtead of preventing prove the 

occaſion of mens being roo much hardned through 

the deceitfulneſs of ſin. But although we neither 

pretend to be Prophets,, nor Apoſtles, yer it 1s 
| our 
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our Office to take care of the Souls of men, and 
can we diſcharge that, as we ought to do, if we 
do not with all faichfulneſs warn men of the dan- 
ger they run into through the deceitfulneſs of fin ? 
It were happy for us if we could lay, that allthe 
Lords people are holy , for then we ſhould have no- 
thing to do, but to praiſe and commend their 
Vercues, which were an cafie and a delightful 
rask : bur what pleaſure is it to rake into the 
ſores, or to reprove the Vices of a degenerate 
age ? to be thought troubleſome and impercti- 
nent, if we do our duty; and men of no conlci- 
ence, if we do it not? But our work is neither 
to libel our Auditors, nor to flatter them; nei- 
ther to repreſent them as better, nor worſe than 
chey are; nor to charge them with more guilr 
than their own conſciences do charge them 
with : but our buſineſs is, to beleech and ex- 
horr them by the mercies of God , by the ſuf- 
ferings of Chriſt, by the love and tenderneſs they 
have for their immortal ſouls, that they would to 
day, while it is Called to day, take heed leſt they be 
hardned through the deceitfulne(s of ſin. And thar 
will appear to be very reaſonable on thele con- 
ſiderarions. 

1. Tharnone areout of the danger of it, while 
they live in this tempting World. What need 
have we to take care of being deceived by thar, 


which hath been too hard for the beſt, the wiſeſt, 
| | and 


and the greateſt of men ? Mamn;in his beſt ftate; 
even that of Innocency, was. deecived'by the in- 
ſinuations of {in :. when there was no matter 
within for the temptation to. work upon, no 
reaſon ſuggefted that could move acommon un- 
.. derſtanding, no intereft or advantage that could 
ſway him; no other moving canle appears to 
us of that fatal Apolſtaſie of Adam, but either the 
imagination of ſome unknown pleaſure, or.the 
bare curiolity of trying an experiment whar the 
efke&ts would be of rafting. the forbidden fruit. 
And ever ſince ſo general hath the corruption 
of mankiadiþcen, ſo ſuccelsful bave. the artifices 
and decerts of fn been inthe World; that the 
beſt of men:have not wholly eſcaped them., but 
have famgrimes fallen tin thoſe very Graces 
which, have beon moſt remarkable in them, as 
Abrahamtn his trufk in-God, Moſes in his meekne(s, 
Job 4n his patience, Peter im his zeal -for Chrift. 
Whatcanfe then have others ta lookitothemſelvs! 
_ if wiſdom. and experience, would have ſe- 
- cured men, we ſhould have: thought ,. of all 
men in the World, Solomon the leaſt in danger 
of bcing deceived by the jnſinuations of f1n, 
who had given fuch excellent cautions againſt 
thoſe: very ſnares. tell wo himſelf ;. and that 
to ſuch adegree, that his:cafe: is left diſpurable 
19. this day, whether: he ever Teaovered by ze- 
pentance ornoa. What gumbers.arethore upon 
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record of thoſe mighty men, who have made 
the carth to tremble at the noiſe of their Armies; 
who have led Kings in chains after their Trium- 
phal Chariots, and have been ſerved by thoſe 
whom others have adored , yet have, notwith- 
| ſtanding all this, been enſlaved themſelves by 
ſome mean luſt, and deſtroyed by the power of 
an effeminate paſſion ? What can be ſtrong e- 
nough to reſiſt thoſe charms, which neither in- 
nocency, nor wiſdom, nor power are ſufficient 
ſecurity againſt? Nothing, but the Grace of God, 
and continual care of our ſelyes. 7 

2. The leſs men ſuſpeCt their danger, the 
more cauſe they have to be afraid of it.” None 
are more fatally deceived by fin, than thoſe who 
apprehend no danger in it, or think they can 
eſcape it when they pleaſe. How ſtrangely in- 
fatuated arethoſe through the deceitfulnefs of ſin, 
who think with themſelves, thar after they have 
ſpent their .lives-in fin, they ſhall make God 
amends by a few dying groans, and ſuch a.re- 
pentance as can have no amendment of life * Moſt 
men, who are the greateſt ſlaves to their ſins, 
are ſomuch deceived by them, asto think they 
have them wholly at their command, and can 
when they pleaſe caſtthem off : and ſuch ima- 
ginations keep them faſter in ſubje&ion to 
cthem.' For if they did apprehend themſelves 
_ under ſuch flayery , as” really they are, they 
would 
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would grow weary and impatient of the yoak; 
whereas now becauſe they are not forced to 
commit their ſins, they ſuppoſe they can with 
eaſe forſake them. But none are ſuch incura- 
ble Fools, as they that think themſelves Wiſe ; 
and none are {o miſerably deceived as-they that 
think themſelves too cunning for their ſins, If 
tt be {o eafie to ſhake off your fins, remember 
that your condemnation will be ſo much more 
juit, if youdo it not; for God required no hard 
thing for you todo: and if it be ſocafie, why 
is It not hitherto done? Why do you mock God 
ſo often, and pretend every year to repent, and 
yet are every year as bad, if not worſe than 
other ? Why are not the fruits of repentance ſeen 
in the amendment of life for one year, or a 
moneth , or one bare week ? Is it not worth 
while to do ſolittle for him, that hath done ſo 
much for you? Methinks, common ingenuity 
might prevail with men, at leaſt to let God have 
ſome part of their lives entire to himlſelf,. 
without interfering with the Devil. But there- 
in. lyes a great part of the deceitfulneſs of (in, 
that it falls out here, as in ſome malignant Di- 
leaſes, men- ſeldom underſtand their danger, till. 
they. are almoſt paſt recovery. 

3. None are ſo. likely to be hardned. in fin, as 
thoſe who delay and put off their repentance. 


For the very putting it off is a ſign thar fin 
F 2 hath. 
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hath a greater power, than'rhe conviftions of 
Conſcience: for why ſhould men ever iatendto 
repent, if they didnot think it neceſfary 2 and 
if they think it neceflary and yer do it nor, it is 
plain there is ſomething within them ſtronger | 
than Conlcience, which keeps them from it. 
So that he that intends ro repent, and yet lives 
in fin, haththataggravation of fin above others, 
that he fins againſt his Conſcience all thar time. 
Tell me then, O thou ſubtle finer, that hopeſt 
to be too hard for God and for fin too, by en- _ 
joying thy ſins as long as thou canſt, and then 
repenting art laſt, ro cicape the vengeance of 
God : doſt thou in good carneft intend ever to 
repent orno? Ifthou doſtnot, never deceive thy 
felt, God will not accept theſe pretences and 
promiſes inſtead of real repentance. It thou 
doſt intend it fincerely, what makes thee to in- 
rend it? is it. not, that thou art convinced it 1s 
much better to be done than not, bur canſt not 
find it in thy heart rodoityet? Thou knoweſt 
all this while it were much better to leave thy 
fins, than to live in them, it were far better to be 
ſober, and temperate, and pious, and devour, than 
to be debauched and profane; and yer for all 
this, thou doſt nor repent, but goeſt on in the Pp 
fame courſe. Confider then, thar this very cir- | 
cumſtance deeply aggravates every fin thart 1s 


committed after it. For it is not a bare neglect 
of 


_ 
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of repentance, which-chou- art guiley of, bur a 


contempt-of {0d and Gaodnels; it is, nor only 


not repenting, bur it is an obſtinate and wilful 


J 


reſolution of ſinning : for there is no medium 
between livitg in fin and forfaking of it, and 


nothing deſerves the name of Repentance, that is 
ſhort of that. Andif thouart fo wilful andun- 
reaſonable now, as notwithſtanding thy relolu- 
tions to repent, to liveſtill in thy ſins, how canſt 


thou ever hope to repent ar laſt, when thy 


heart will be ſo much more hardned by ccon- 
tinuance in fin ? | 

4. Laftly, Contider the {ad condition of thoſe 
who are hardned through the deceitfulneſs of 
fin. They are faid in Scripture to be paſt feeling, 
and fo be given over to a reprobate mind, i. e. to have 
loſt all ſenſe of their danger, and of the ill con- 
dition they are in; they deſpiſe all means of in- 
ſtruction, and ſcorn all thoſe who would do 
them good, and who mean them no other injury 
but to perſwade them to be happy. With what 
diſdain and contempt do thoſe proud and lofty 
ſinners, who are once arrived at this height of 
wickedneſs, laok down upon all thoſe, who en- 
deavour by Reaſon and Scripture to convince them 
of their fins! As though it were not poſlible for 
any thing to make men ſcem more ridiculous to 
them, thanto ſee them concerned to plead the 
cauſe of Vertue and Religion. © To whar pur- 


" poſe 


Eph. 4. 19. - 


Rom.1.28. 


' 444) 
© noſe is all this ado about' Repentance 2- why 
” ſhould not men be let alone ro do as they 
*think fit ? for let thempreach their hearts our, 
«men will doas they.pleaſe. This is the lan- 
guage of thoſe who are already h#rdnedin their 
fins ; but God forbid, it ſhould be fo of any here 
reſent ; who make it our prayer to. God to: he 
livered from hardneſs of heart, and contempt of his 
word and commandinents. "And we have great rea- 
ſon ſo to do; for there is no judgement ſhefc 
of hell, like to the being given up to a” reprobate 
ſenſe : for all the moſt weighty arguments and: 
moſt forcible per{waſions' are to ch but. like 
ſhowres falling upon a Rock, that make ſome 
noiſe and ſlide oft again, but make:no impref- 
f10n or entrance into them. God Almighty give 
us all his Grace to underſtand our danger and-to 
repent in time, that - none of us be 'thardned through 


the deceitfulneſs of fin. 


FINES: 


